European tyre labelling, instructions

Tyre labelling is mandatory in EU countries since 1st November, 2012. It
is designed to help consumers choose their tyres on the basis of safety
and environmental criteria. Inspired from the labelling found on
electrical appliances or cars, it provides the buyer with information on
three performance criteria: Fuel efficiency, wet grip and the level of
external rolling noise.

On its website, Rezulteo.com provides a simulator that can be used to
calculate the performance differences (consumption, braking distance,
rolling noise) between the various European tyre labelling classes.

Rezulteo.com,	
  the	
  tyre	
  buyer’s	
  guide	
  –	
  www.rezulteo-‐tyres.co.uk	
  
42,	
  quai	
  Rambaud	
  69002	
  Lyon	
  France	
  –	
  Tel.	
  +	
  33	
  (0)4	
  63	
  05	
  95	
  30	
  

1 – Why is there a label on tyres?

This legislation came into force 1st November 2012 in all European Union
countries and pursues a threefold objective:
o Help the consumer make a more informed choice when buying tyres.
o Improve road safety.
o Reduce tyre related environmental impacts.

2 - How to read the label?
The label provides the consumer with information on three basic tyre
performances:
Fuel efficiency: Tyres are responsible for approximately 20%
of the total fuel consumption. Choosing tyres with a low rolling
resistance helps reduce fuel consumption and CO2 emissions.

W et grip: On wet roads, the stopping distance is twice as long as
on dry roads. Choosing tyres with a good wet braking
performance is therefore an essential factor for safety.

External rolling noise: At 70 mph, 60% of vehicle noise comes
from tyres. Choosing quiet tyres is a contribution to reducing
noise pollution.

3 – How to use the label to compare tyre performances?
Fuel efficiency: Between an A rated tyre and a G rated tyre,
fuel savings can be as much as 4.7 mpg, i.e. 17.6 gallons of fuel
per year (on the basis of 10,000 miles per year). For CO2
emissions, the difference can be as much as 12 g/km.

W et grip: between an A rated tyre and an F rated tyre
(the G class is not used), the difference in stopping distances may
reach 18 m for a car travelling at 50 mph, i.e. the equivalent of 4
car lengths.
External rolling noise: The performance difference between
two classes corresponds to 3 dB, i.e. the noise level is increased
or decreased by half. To comply with the standard, applicable in
2016, the label must display one or two sound waves.

Rezulteo.com,	
  the	
  tyre	
  buyer’s	
  guide	
  –	
  www.rezulteo-‐tyres.co.uk	
  
42,	
  quai	
  Rambaud	
  69002	
  Lyon	
  France	
  –	
  Tel.	
  +	
  33	
  (0)4	
  63	
  05	
  95	
  30	
  

